Mineralization of the supraspinatus tendon in dogs.
Mineralization of the supraspinatus tendon is proposed as a cause of forelimb lameness in dogs. A new radiographic position (cranioproximal-cranio-distal) is advanced to detect abnormalities of the craniomedial aspect of the proximal portion of the humerus. Four dogs had surgery to remove mineralized debris from the supraspinatus tendon insertion and have improved limb function. Two dogs were evaluated in depth, with no signs of relapse 2 to 4 years after surgery. Other dogs, without apparent forelimb lameness, have had mineralization detected by use of radiography, thus emphasizing the need for thorough forelimb evaluation before determining that the mineralization is indeed the cause of lameness.